Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BANGUI 01913 031507Z 
ACTION PC-01 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-00 /012W 

093538 031510Z/41 

R031130ZSEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGUI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9205 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGUI 1913 

DEPT ALSO PASS PEACE CORPS 

E.0.11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, CT, US, PFOR 

SUBJ: PERSONAL EFFECTS OF PCV lAMES MAHER 

REE: STATE 208436 

1. CHARGE AGAIN RAISED QUESTION OF MAHER'S PERSONAL EFEECTS WITH 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS SEPT 2. DIR 

OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS RESPONDED THAT EFEECTS WERE STILL IN THE 
HANDS OF THE SURETE IMPERIALE AND THAT THE FONMIN HAD NOT BEEN 
ABLE TO GET ANY INFORMATION OUT OF THEM. HE AGAIN URGED US NOT TO 
WORRY AND TO BE PATIENT. 

2. COMMENT: BELIEVE THAT HEART OF PROBLEM IS LACK OF WORKING- 
LEVEL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND IMPERIAL COURT. 

FOR THE TIME BEING THERE IS LITTLE MORE THAT WE CAN DO. DIRECTOR 
OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS, WHO IS NUMBER THREE PERSON IN FOREIGN 

MIN, WAS PERSONALLY DESIGNATED BY THE MINISTER TO HANDLE MAHER 
CASE. IN ABSENCE OE BOTH THE MINISTER AND HIS SUBSTITUTE, THERE 
IS LITTLE POINT IN TRYING TO ESCALATE THE ISSUE. IN ANY CASE, 

WHAT WE REALLY NEED IS ACCESS TO THE IMPERIAL COURT, WHICH WE DO 
NOT HAVE. WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY STAFF WILL DO 
WHATEVER IT CAN TO HELP US IN THIS CASE, EVEN THOUGH ITS HELP 
MAY BE LIMITED. IN TWO OTHER INSTANCES RECENTLY (WACASC CLEARANCE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BANGUI 01913 031507Z 

AND BINDING A LOST PASSPORT), IT HAS SPENT MANY HOURS FERRETING 
PAPERS OUT OF OTHER MINISTRIES TO GET THE NECESSARY ACTION 
ACCOMPLISHED IN TIME. 

3. FOR PEACE CORPS CDO: PLS PASS FOLLOWING TO MAHER FROM PCD: 

STILL TRYING TO RECOVER CAMERA, RADIO AND BIKE. YOU DID RECEIVE 
ALL ITEMS FOUND IN HOTEL ROOM. CHECK EOR PER DIEM BEING SENT 
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VIA JIM LAWRENCE BY POUCH. FOR MONEY LEFT BANK ACCOUNT WE ARE 
OBTAINING NEW CHECK BOOK AND WILL SEND YOU CHECK TO SIGN FOR 
AMOUNT OF MONEY STIT T, IN ACCOUNT. PC/CAE SENDS REGARDS. 

SMITH 
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